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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices , 

Felling-on-Tyne. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Felling  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  for  the 
year  1941. 

As  in  the  two  previous  years,  the  report  has  been  very 
largely  curtailed. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  showed  a 
decline  from  16.0  to  14.4.  The  death-rate  increased  from 
12.2  in  1940  to  13.0. 

1 wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  grate- 
ful appreciation  for  the  assistance  1 have  received  from  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  also  from  the 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  Matron  and  Staff 
of  the  Hospital. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  D.  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Condition 


of  the  District. 

Area — 1st  January  to  31st  March 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1941 
according  to  rate  books) 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


3,405  acres 

6,800 

£99,104 

£364 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births  : — 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  per  estimated  resident  population  — 14*4 
Still  Births  : 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  ....60*5 

Deaths— 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ....’13*0 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30 
of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List):  — 

Deaths. 

No.  29  Puerperal  and  Post-abortive 

Sepsis  ••••  ••••  2 

No.  30  Other  maternal  causes  ••••  2 

Total  ...  4 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti- 
mate live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still  births). 

5 '5 
5 5 


11*0 


82'32 
82  ’62 

7*14 

29 

0 

5 

1 

2 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births. 

The  birth  rate  decreased  from  16.0  in  1940  to  14.4 
The  total  number  of  births  was  340  of  which  174  were  males 
and  166  females. 

The  birth  rate  of  Felling  compared  with  the  rest  of 
the  Country  generally  was  as  follows:  — 

- O y 


England  and  Wales  ...  ...  14*2 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  14*7 

.148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  16'4 

London  Administrative  County  ...  . 8 '9 

Felling  Urban  District  ...  ...  14'4 


Still  Births. 

The  number  of  still  births  in  the  district  was  2 2 


add  compared  with  the  Country 
follows  : — 

generally  was  as 

England  and  Wales 

...  0'51 

126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 

...  0’58 

148  Smaller  Towns 

...  0’60 

London  Administrative  County 

...  0‘33 

Felling  Urban  District 

...  0*93 

Deaths. 

The  death  rate  in  1941  was  13*0 

as  compared  with  12*2 

in  1940-  The  following  figures  show  the  comparison  with  the 

rest  of  the  Country  : — 

England  and  Wales 

...  12*9 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  ... 

...  14’9 

148  Smaller  Towns 

...  13*0 

London 

...  16*3 

Felling  Urban  District 

...  13*0 
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The  statistics  regarding  causes  of  death,  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General,  classified  according  to  sex  and  the  36 
divisions  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes,  are 
set  out  below. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Felling  Urban  District,  1941. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

\ 

All  Causes 

170 

138 

1 Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

2 Cerebro-spinal  fever 

* • • • 

— • r- 

3 Scarlet  fever 

1 

P 

•• 

4 Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

5 Diphtheria 

1 

1 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

19 

5 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

O 

o 

2 

8 Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

9 Influenza 

3 

2 

10  Measles 

1.1  Acute  Polio  myelitis  and  Polio  encephalitis 

12  Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

2 

13  Cancer,  of  buc  : cav  : and  oesop  : (M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

2 

Q 

O 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

7 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

•> 

O 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

7 

4 

17  Diabetes 

1 

3 

18  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

19 

17 

19  Heart  disease  ... 

33 

25 

20  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

9 

6 

21  Bronchitis 

13 

9 

22  Pneumonia 

8 

7 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

l 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum.... 

1 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  digestive  diseases... 

5 

5 

28  Nephritis 

5 

1 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

' -- 

9. 

30  Other  maternal  causes  .... 

2 

31  Premature  Birth 

3 

2 • 

32  Con  : mal  :,  Birth  injuries,  infant : dis  : 

hr 

i 

4 

33  Suicide 

I 

34  Road  Traffic  accidents  ... 

2 

35  Other  violent  causes 

4 

5 

36  All  other  causes 

15 

15 

General  Register  Office, 
(Statistical  Branch), 

Terra  Nova  School, 
Southport. 
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Section  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  laboratory  arrange- 
ments during  the  year.  Bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  King’s  College, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  in  accordance  with  arrangements  made 
between  the  County  Council  and  .Durham  University. 

(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Heworth  and  District  Nursing  Association  are  a 
local  voluntary  body,  who  provide  the  services  of  two  nurses 
for  home  nursing  duties.  These  nurses  work  under  the  direc- 
tion of  general  practitioners  of  the  area. 

(c)  Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  at  Windy  Nook,  Felling,  which  is  maintained 
by  this  Local  Authority;  it  consists  of  4 large  wards  and 
a small  observation  ward,  each  with  its  own  lavatory  and 
bathroom.  Total  accommodation,  48  beds  and  G cots. 

The  other  hospitals  outside  of  the  district,  which 
are  made  use  of  for  the  treatment  of  medical  and  surgical 
cases  are  : — 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walker  Gate, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Fleming  Memorial  Children’s  Hospital,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne. 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne. 

Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne. 

Eye  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Children’s  Plospital,  Gateshead-on-Tyne. 

High  Teams  Hospital,  Gateshead-onUFyne. 


(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 
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Section  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

With  the  exception  of  a farm  and  two  small  holdings, 
the  area  is  supplied  with  water  drawn  from  the  reservoir  of 
the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Company  through  a piped 
system.  Pressure  of  water  is  poor  in  the  higher  parts  of  the 
district. 

The  farm,  homestead  and  four  attached  cottages 
obtain  a supply  of  water  for  human  consumption  and  dairy 
purposes  from  two  sources : a spring  and  a bore  hole. 

A caravan  dwelling  used  by  a smallholder,  obtain  a 
supply  of  water  for  human  consumption  from  a spring. 

Nine  samples  of  spring  and  well  water  were  taken 
during  the  year,  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination. 

WINDY  NOOK,  SAMPLE  No.  8— WELL. 

Observations:  Although  the  figure  for  Nitrogen  as  Nit- 
rates indicates  the  presence  of  a rather  high  proportion  of 
altered  nitrogenous  matter  of  exeretal  origin,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  evidence  of  any  recent  contamination  by  raw  sewage 
to  be  found  in  either  the  chemical  analysis,  or  in  the  bacterio- 
logical examinaton.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sample  is 
evidently  open  to  undesirable  surface  drainage,  but  if  this  can 
be  prevented,  the  water  should  be  safe  for  human  consump- 
tion. 


WINDY  NOOK,  SAMPLE  No.  9— SHALLOW  WELL. 

Observations:  The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollu- 
tion by  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage,  but  the  microscopical 
examination,  and  the  result  of  the  coliform  test,  indicate 
contamination  by  impurities  derived  from  the  surface.  If 
the  defect  can  be  remedied,  no  possible  objection  could  be 
taken  to  the  use  of  the  supply,  as  represented  by  the  sample, 
for  human  consumption. 


WINDY  NOOK,  SAMPLE  No.  47-- SPRING. 

Observations:  Although  the  results  of  the  chemical 
analysis  afford  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  unaltered  sewage, 
the  microscopical  and  bacteriological  examinations  both 
clearly  indicate  contamination  by  drainage  of  an  undesirable 
character,  but  if  the  source,  which  I understand  to  be  a 
spring,  is  properly  impounded  and  protected,  there  appears 
to  be  no  reason  why  the  supply  should  not  be  of  satisfactory 
quality  for  human  consumption. 
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BOG  HOUSE  FARM — SPRING. 

Observations : The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollu- 
tion by  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage  and  it  is  of  good  and 
wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption.  The  large 
deposit  of  ferric  Oxide  renders  the  water  unsightly,  but  if  this 
defect  could  be  remedied  by  some  suitable  form  of  filtration, 
no  possible  objection  could  be  raised  to  its  use  for  drinking 
purposes. 


WARDLEY  GARAGE— SPRING. 

Observations:  The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollu- 
tion by  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage  but  there  is  some  evi- 
dence of  a slight  degree  /of  contamination  by  impurities 
derived  from  the  surface,.  If  the  source  of  supply  is  properly 
impounded  and  protected,  the  water  will  be  of  satisfactory 
quality  for  human  consumption. 

HEWORTH  COLLIERY— SPRING. 

Observations:  While  there  is  no  direct  evidence  of 
contamination  by  sewage,  or  other  foul  drainage,  there  is 
some  slight  indication  of  contamination  by  impurities  derived 
from  the  surface.  If  the  defect  can  be  remedied,  no  possible 
objection  could  be  taken  to  the  use  of  the  supply  as  repre- 
sented by  the  sample  for  human  consumption. 

FELLING  STATION— SPRING. 

Observations:  The  high  figure  of  Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
suggests  that  the  supply  is  receiving  some  drainage  which 
included  altered  nitrogenous  matter  of  animal  origin,  but 
there  is  no  indication  of  actual  pollution  by  raw  sewage.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  some  evidence  to  be  derived  from 
the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  presence 
of  impurities  coming  from  the  surface.  If  the  supply  is  to 
be  used  for  human  consumption,  steps  should  be  taken  to 
make  it  satisfactory. 
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PARKISON  STREET-WELL. 

Observations:  In  this  case  the  chemical  analysis  shows 
a high  proportion  of  oxidised  Nitrogen  and  also  of  Ammonia 
and  Albuminoid  Ammonia  all  of  which  point  to  the  presence 
of  an  excessive  proportion  of  nitrogenous  constituents  which 
can  only  be  derived  from  some  animal  source;  moreover, 
the  microscopical  and  bacteriological  examinations  both 
afford  highly  unsatisfactory  evidence.  In  my  opinion,  the 
sample  is  not  of  satisfactory  quality  for  human  consumption. 

SHA EPS  ALLOTMENTS— SPRING . 

Observations:  The  sample  is  polluted  by  drainage 
which  is  associated  with  faecal  matter,  and  it  is  not  of  good 
and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  important  development  has  taken  place  during  the 

year. 

Examination  of  the  drainage  system  at  the  N.E.S. 
Headquarters  proved  that  it  was  antiquated  and  defective. 
A Plan  and  Specification  of  a new  system  of  drainage  was 
prepared  by  this  Department  and  submitted  to  the  owner, 
who  consented  to  the  work  being  carried  out.  The  building  is 
now  adequately  provided  with  a new  drainage  system,  which 
is  connected  to  the  main  sewer  of  the  District. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  our  only  large  waterway  and  serves 
as  a common  sewer  for  the  many  Townships  along  its  banks. 
The  other  stream  running  through  this  district  is  known  as 
the  River  Don. 

3 (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  6,478  water-closets,  120  ash- 
closets  and  2 ash  middens  in  Felling.  The  number  of  ash- 
closets  will  decrease  as  further  Clearance  of  unfit  property 
takes  place.  The  ash-closets  are  situated  in  remote  parts 
of  the  district  where  no  sewers  are  available. 
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(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  refuse,  Street  sweeping  and 
collection  of  Salvage  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Collection  of  refuse  is  by  means  of  three  motor 
vehicles:  Fordson,  7 cub.  yds. : Commer,  9 cub.  yds. : Earner 
Bantam,  7 cub.  yds.  These  vehicles  collect  the  house  and 
the  trade  refuse  from  approximately  6,700  premises.  Each 
vehicle  is  manned  by  four  loaders.  The  longest  haul  is 
approximately  two  miles,  the  tip  being  situated  at  the  South- 
West  of  the  district.  Controlled  tipping  is  strictly  carried 
out.  Transport  of  the  inert  material  for  covering  purposes 
on  the  tip  is  done  by  our  refuse  collecting  lorries.  During  the 
year  we  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  good  inert  material 
from  an  old  colliery  heap.  The  present  tip  is  now  nearing  the 
end  of  its  tipping  life.  The  right  to  use  an  old  clay  quarry 
for  the  disposal  of  refuse  has  been  acquired  by  this  Authority 
and  will  give  at  least  10  j^ears  tipping  accommodation.  House 
refuse  collection  is  once  weekly ; where  a twice  weekly  collec- 
tion is  necessary  an  extra  bin  is  provided  free  of  charge  by 
the  Local  Authority.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly. 
The  twice  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  slaughter  houses 
has  now  been  abolished.  No  slaughter  houses  are  at  present 
in  use ; all  slaughtering  takes  place  in  the  Government 
Centralised  Slaughterhouse  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

GULLY  CLEANSING. 

During  the  year  a new  Eagle  500  gallon  capacity  Gully 
emptier  was  purchased.  This  vehicle  has  an  interchange- 
able 7 cub.  yard  refuse  collection  body,  which  is  tilted  with  a 
hydraulic  tipping  gear.  The  purchase  of  this  vehicle  is  an 
additional  improvement  to  the  service. 
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SNOW  CLEARANCE. 

A heavy  fall  of  snow  was  experienced  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  The  whole  of  the  district  was  submerged  in 
snow;  with  one  snow  plough  of  the  blade  type,  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  keep  all  roads  open.  Special  attention  was 
given  to  trunk  and  other  main  roads  with  a view  to  keeping 
the  principal  towns  in  contact. 


SALVAGE. 


Particular  attention  was  given  to  this  important 
section  of  Public  Cleansing.  To  stimulate  public  interest  the 
Publicity  Department  enrolled  the  services  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service,  who  organised  and  carried  out  a door-to- 
door  canvass  in  the  District.  Meetings  were  held,  and  the 
various  means  of  saving  salvage  and  the  best  way  to  encourage 


the  householder  were  discussed.  The  following  methods  of 
publicity  were  carried  out: — Advertisements  in  local  papers, 
advertising  on  the  screen  at  local  cinemas,  loud-speaker  vans 
provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Information  toured  the  district, 
sandwich  men  were  employed,  notices  arid  slogans  were 
chalked  on  the  roads  at  prominent  street  corners,  Refuse 
vehicles  fitted  with  advertising  boards  toured  the  district, 
Salvage  posters  were  displayed  on  lorries,  notice  boards,  road 
barriers,  in  schools,  shops  and  libraries:  Window  displays:  — 
Display  of  “ Shells,"  “ Bones,"  “ Materials  for  Salvage,” 
Working  Model  of  Merchant  Ship,”  “ Metal  and  Iron 
and  “ Model  back-vard  on  collection  dav.  ’ In  addition, 
schools,  factories  and  business  premises  were  asked  to  co- 
operate. The  collection  of  Salvage  is  carried  out  at  the  same 


time  as  Refuse  collection. 


Each  vehicle  is  fitted  with  wire 


baskets  and  detachable  trailer.  Large  quantities  of  Salvage 
are  collected  separately  (special  collection).  Salvage  is 
roughly  separated  at  the  source;  grading  and  sorting  is  per- 
formed at  the  salvage  depot  which  is  situated  on  the  tip; 
here  it  is  despatched  to  industry. 
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Two  hundred  pig  food  bins  have  been  distributed  in 
the  district  for  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste.  Business 
premises  have  also  been  provided  with  bins.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  pig  dealers  in  the  district  were  allocated  a 
certain  number  of  bins  from  which  they  could  collect  the 
food.  However,  since  the  Ministry  of  Supply  Instruction 
(25th  September,  1941),  this  Council  has  collected  all  the 
kitchen  waste  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a small 
amount  which  has  been  allocated  to  two  firms  who  have  a 
licence. 

The  pig  food  is  delivered  to  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
where  it  is  treated  at,  the  Concentrator  Plant. 


SALVAGE  RETURN. 


TONS 

CWTS 

QRS- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

81 

13 

0 

284 

6 

0 

Black  Scrap 

22 

7 

1 

63 

1 6 

0 

Destructor  Scrap  ...  ...  1 

5 

3 

2 

17 

0 

Other  Scrap  “ 

Tins  ” 86 

10 

0 

133 

0 

0 

Aluminium  .. 

0 

0 

3 

2 

5 

0 

Copper 

0 

2 

3 

17 

0 

Brass... 

0 

9 

0)4 

12 

17 

0 

Lead  ... 

0 

2 

3 

9 

XL/ 

10 

6 

Textiles 

7 

8 

0 

79 

13 

6 

Bottles 

5 

14 

3 

40 

19 

6 

lars  ... 

4 

13 

3 

41 

11 

6 

Bones... 

3 

13 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  Local  Authority  44 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

Pig  Dealers  149 

0 

0 

No  Charge 

407 

0 

2 

729 

13 

0 

STREET  SWEEPING. 

Street  sweeping  is  done  by  the  gang  method.  The 
Street  Orderly  Scheme  has  been  investigated,  but  was 
considered  to  be  unworkable,  due  to  the  fact  that  this  Council 
has  a temporary  (30  weeks)  Scheme  in  operation.  Two  men 
are  constantly  employed  on  the  cleaning  of  Public  Shelters. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

1 submit  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1941. 

The  work  of  Public  Cleansing  and  the  Collection  of 
Salvage  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  for  the 
detection  of  nuisances. 

A summary  of  notices  which  have  been  served  during 
the  year  will  be  found  on  page  28. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  JAY  McLAREN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


General  Sanitary  Work. 

During  the  year  415  Informal  Notices  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  were  served. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  47  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
were  received  from  the  Medical  Officer.  47  persons  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Windy  Nook  and  the 
Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne;  the  rooms 
formerly  occupied  by  the  patients  were,  disinfected.  The 
premises  inspected  for  sanitary  defects  and  the  conHition 
of  the  premises  recorded  : — 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  47 

Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  10 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  54 

Clothing  and  Bedding  Disinfected  (lots)  64 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses  ...  ...  20 
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(iy).  Shops  Act. 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(y).  Camping  Sites. 

1.  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for  camp- 
ing  purposes  ... 

2.  Number  of  camping  sites  m respect  of  whn  h_  k>(  ( 

have  been  issued  by  L.A.  under  Section  -69  1 . • - > 

1936  •••  


3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  m 
the  area  at  one  time  during  1941  ... 

(vi).  Smoke  Nuisances. 

The  greater  nuisance  in  this  District  is  caused  by 
smoke  and  fumes  discharged  from  burning  pit  heaps  two 
Collieries— one  situated  in  the  South  W ard  and  one  m 
East  Ward  of  the  District-liave  each  a huge  heap  contmm 
allv  emitting  sulphurous  fumes  which,  when  the 
the  right  direction,  cause  discomfort  and  annoyance  to  the 
inhabitants  in  this  and  adjoining  Districts. 

Complaint  was  received  from  a farmer  in  the  District 
that  fumes  emitted  from  a factory  chimney  were  causing  a 
serious  nuisance,  and  were  detrimental  to  crops,  soil  and 
animal  life  on  the  farm.  Compensation  was  contemplated 
The  farm  in  question  is  situated  in  the  Industrial  Area  o 
the  District;  its  topographical  position  is  low  lying,  approx- 
imately 40  to  75  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  factory  alleged  to  be  causing  the  nuisance  is 
situated  approximately  100  yards  from  the  farm,  and  carries 
on  business  as  Metal  and  Solder  Manufacturers.  Waste 
oases  from  the  smelting  furnaces  and  refining  pots  are  passed 
through  a bag  filter  plant  before  entering  the  chimney  which 
emits  the  fumes  into  the  air  at  approximately  125  feet  above 

ground  level. 

Frequent  visits  to  the  factory,  and  inspections  of  the 
bag  filter  plant  were  made  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Factory  Inspector,  H.M.I.  of  Alkali  Works,  etc  Samples 
of  flue  oases  were  collected,  also,  representatives  of  each  mm 
collected  samples  of  hay  (inside),  hay  (outside)  grass  soil 
and  fowl,  which  were  analysed  by  an  independent  Analyst. 
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The  results  of  the  investigation  proved  that  the 
farmer’s  complaint  was  not  justified,  as  the  farm,  apart  from 
being  situated  in  an  Industrial  Area,  was  also  surrounded 
by  other  similar  factories,  also  that  samples  submitted  for 
independent  examination,  proved  that  they  were  in  accord- 
ance with  general,  or  similar,  samples  from  other  similar 
areas,  and  therefore  not  uncommon  to  the  neighbourhood. 

However,  the  bag  filter  plant  for  the  cleansing  of  the 
waste  gases,  was  completely  overhauled  with  a view  to  safe- 
guarding the  interests  of  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 


Samples  submitted  for  examination. 


Hay 

Hay 

Outside. 

Inside. 

Grass. 

Soil. 

Lead  concentration,  i.e. 

milligrams  lead  per  100 
grams 

0.04 

0.07 

85.0 

2.58 

Copper  concentration 

0.04 

0.08 

2.7 

0.81 

Brown  Hen : Weight 

of  bird, 

1882  grammes 

(White 

bird  not  examined) . 

Intestinal 
canal  and 

Liver 

Bone 

Kidney 

contents. 

Lead  concentration 

0.23 

1.1 

0.95 

0.24 

Copper  concentration 

0.11 

0.3  1 

:t.  trace 

0.04 

Post  Mortem  on  Hen:  I have  to  report  that  the  bird 
showed  a large  pale  liver  which  proved  to  be  infiltrated  with 
lymphomatosis. 


In  my  opinion  the  bird  was  affected  with  lymphoma- 
tosis, that  is  to  say  a type  of  fowl  parapvsis. 

Me  are  of  opinion  that  all  the  above  figures  (with 
the  exception  of  the  “ Grass  ")  are  not  abnormal  and  are 
such  as  might  commonly  be  found  in  Hay  grown  in  Durham 
and  in  liens  reared  in  this  country.  \\  e are  confident  that 
the  hen  we  examined  did  not  die  of  lead  or  copper  poisoning. 

The  amounts  of  lead  and  copper  found  in  the  soil  are 
rather  more  than  would  occur  in  rural  districts,  but  having 
regard  to  the  large  lead  industry  and  former  large  chemical 
industry  on  Tyneside,  we  cannot  say  whether  such  amounts 
would  not  be  found  in  other  Tyneside  soils.  The  figures  for 
the  grass  are  certainly  high  and  differ  so  much  from  the  other 
figures  that  we  consider  some  unusual  contamination  has 
occurred  and  this  requires  further  elucidation. 
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(vii).  Swimming  Pools. 

There  are  no  Public  Baths  or  swimming  pools  in  this 

Area. 


(viii).  Eradication  of  Bed  Bug. 

Council  Other 
Houses.  Houses. 

(1)  Number  of  Houses  infested  ...  4 6 

(2)  The  method  employed  for  free- 
ing infested  houses  from  bed 

bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...Fumigation  using  Cimex 

Blocks  also  spraying  with 
Zaldecide  and  in  some 
instances  removal  of 
skirting  boards,  etc.,  and 
application  of  heat  by 
painter’s  blow  lamp. 

(3)  The  method  employed  for 
ensuring  that  the  belongings 
of  tenants  are  free  from 

vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...By  examination,  if  found 

to  be  verminous,  sub- 
jecting the  articles  to 
F umigation. 

(4)  Whether  the  work  of  disinfec- 
tion is  carried  out  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  Contractor  Local  Authority. 

Schools. 

The  schools  were  inspected  regularly  during  the  year 

by  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 
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Section  D. 

Housing. 

. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  451 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  949 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub -head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  far  human  habitation  ....  ....  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-section) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

— Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  ....  Nil. 

— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — - 
A— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  — - 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil. 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  3 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

Approx 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  223 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  950 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ....  4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ....  29 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  67 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  again  became  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  Nil. 

The  Local  Authority  take  steps  to  abate  over-crowding 
in  their  own  property  by  re-adjustment  of  tenancies. 


Section  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(A).  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  eight  producer  retailers  of  milk  in  this 
District,  seven  produce  and  retail  ordinary  milk,  and  one 
Accredited  Milk.  Two  wholesale*  producers  of  ordinary 
milk  and  two  wholesale  producers  of  “ Accredited  Milk  ” are 
also  registered.  One  firm  was  registered  during  the  year  as 
a cowkeeper  and  retail  purveyor  of  milk.  In  this  case,  a 
model  up  to  date  cowbvre  and  dairy  was  built  to  plans  and 
specifications  prepared  by  the  Health  Department  who  also 
supervised  erection. 


The  milk  produced  is  supplied  to  factory  workers 
employed  by  the  firm  who  owns  the  farm. 

Samples  of  milk  from  a farm  in  the  district  proved 
entirely  unsatisfactory.  Immediate  investigation  was  carried 
out  by  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department.  Repeated  visits 
1 i ^ Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Medica  l 

Officei  of  Health,  together  with  pressure  on  the  occupier, 
brought  about  a change  of  staff  at  the  farm.  A new  hind 
was  employed.  The  premises  are  now  clean,  animals  given 
the  necessary  attention,  untensils  properly  sterilized  and  the 
mdk  produced  is  handled  with  care.  Recent  samples  show  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk. 

Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  at  irregular  periods. 

All  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  pasteurized. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936. 

Seven  firms  were  issued  with  licenses  during  the  year 

Description  of  license.  Number  issued 

Supplementary  license  (Pasteurized  Milk)  3 

Dealers  license  (Pasteurized  Milk)  ...  ...  3 

Supplementary  (T.  Tested)  1 
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(B).  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  nine  slaughter  houses  in  this  district. 
None  are  in  use  as  all  animals  are  slaughtered  and  examined 
at  the  Government  Centralised  Slaughter  House  in 
Newcastle. 

One  slaughter  house  is  used  as  a Food  Receiving  and 
Distribution  Depot.  Butchers  shops  and  food  preparing 
premises  are  regularly  inspected. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED. 


F ood . 

Amount. 

Disease  or  condition. 

Bacon 

...  56i  lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Meat  (Bovine)  ... 

...  400 J lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Heifer  Carcase  ... 

Fevered  Flesh  and 
Tuberculosis. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

6 lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Liver  (Bovine)  ... 

10  lbs. 

Putrid  condition. 

Chopped  Ham  ... 

...  12  lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Corned  Beef 

6 lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Herrings  ... 

6 lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Sardines  ... 

...  2|  lbs. 

Decomposition. 

Cheese 

4 lbs. 

Mould. 

Evaporated  Milk 

4 tins. 

Decomposition. 

Pine  Slices 

22  tins . 

Decomposition. 

Margarine 

...  125  lbs. 

Damage  due  to  fire  at 
premises. 

Adulteration. 

Durham  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  relevent  Acts  and  Regulation. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Foods , 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Durham  County  Council 


25 


Section  F. 

Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 

Twenty- two  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  twenty-two  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  ten  and  twenty-three  respectively  in  1940. 

Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  1941,  BOO  children  under  5 years  of  age 
and  884  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  were  im- 
munised against  Diphtheria.  The  estimated  number  of 
children  in  the  District  and  the  percentage  immunised  is 
given  below. 

Under  5.  Between  5 

and  15. 

4,000 

22  1 °/ 


Estimated  number  in  district 
Percentage  immunised 


1,700 

17.6% 


Table  showing  the  Age  Incidence,  Deaths,  Etc.,  from  Notifiable  Diseases 

during  the  Year. 
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Summary  of  Principal  Inspections  Made. 


Reason  of  Inspection. 

No  OF  In- 
SPECTIONS. 

Dwelling-houses. 

General  inspections 

679 

Overcrowding-  of  dwellings 

4 

Defective  paving  of  yards 

8 

Drainage. 

Choked  drains 

138 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes,  gullies,  etc 

33 

Offensive  Deposits. 

Accumulation  of  manure,  etc-  .. 

4 

Water  Supply. 

Defective  fittings 

87 

Registered  and  Licensed  Premises 

Cow  byers 

63 

Milk  purveyors 

11 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

9 

Fish  Shops 

16 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits — re  disinfection  .... 

47 

Factories  Act. 

Inspection  of  Factories 

87 

Disinfestation. 

Rat  proofing  of  premises 

20 

Beetles 

8 

Bugs.... 

24 

FI  eas 

i-  1 v W-  O ••••  ««»«  ♦ • • • • • • ♦ • • • 

4 

Total 

1,242 
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Summary  of  Notices  served  for  the  Abatement 

of  Nuisances. 


informal 

Notices. 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Complied  with  or 

receiving  attention 

Drains,  defective,  to  repair  or  reconstruct 

6 



6 

Sink  waste  pipes,  to  repair  and  trap 

12 

— 

12 

Roofs,  to  repair 

72 

— 

72 

Spouting,  to  repair  or  renew  .... 

40 

— 

40 

Floors,  to  repair  and  provide  sub-floor  ventilation 

5 

— 

5 

Ceiling's,  to  repair  .... 

13 

— 

13 

Wall  plaster,  to  repair 

12 

— - 

12 

Wall  pointing,  to  repair  or  renew 

4 

— 

4 

Water  supply,  to  restore  or  lay  indoors 

24 

— — 

24 

Accumulation  of  Manure 

1 

1 

Out-houses,  to  repair 

4 

4 

Windows,  to  renew  sash  cords  or  repair 

22 

— 

22 

Scullery  benches,  to  repair 

4 

— 

4 

Scullery  set  pot,  etc.,  to  repair 

11 

— 

11 

Provide  ash  bins 

40 

— 

40 

Cowsheds,  to  cleanse  floor,  lime-wash,  etc 

13 

— 

13 

House  doors,  to  repair  or  renew 

15 

— 

15 

Water  closets,  to  repair  or  provide 

11 

— 

11 

Bakeries,  to  lime-wash 

6 

— 

6 

Yard  doors  and  lintels,  to  repair  or  renew 

15 

— 

15 

Pantry,  to  repair  or  provide  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Choked  drains 

40 

— 

40 

Pigsties 

1 

— 

1 

Chimneys,  to  repair.... 

13 

— 

13 

Stairs,  to  repair  treads  and  provide  handrails  .... 

2 



2 

Fireplaces  and  ovens,  to  repair  or  renew 

12 

— 

12 

Yard  paving,  to  repair  or  renew 

2 

— - 

2 

Yard  gullies,  to  renew,  etc 

6 

— 

6 

Rat  infestation,  source  made  rat  proof.... 

3 

— 

3 

Beetles  and  fleas 

4 

— 

4 

Totals 

415 

Nil 

415 

Tuberculosis  —New  Gases  and  Mortality 

for  1941. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

- 

- 

| 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

’ 

0 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

15 

4 

10 

2 

1 

3 

9 

1 

25 

6 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

0 

— 

35 

1 

1 

0 

■ — 

2 

0 

— 

45 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

2 

t 

— 

1 

— 

— 

j Totals 

13 

1 

17 

9 i 

! 

3 

19 

5 

3 

2 

